
Celebrating our Progress
The care and future of this beautiful campus and our historic Upjohn church are the concerns of us all--
worshipers, friends and neighbors, visitors, community members.  Together, we share the opportunity 
and responsibility for:
✤ Balancing the preservation of our past with the preparation for future generations who will 
	
 	
 sit in these pews.   
✤ Making our church safe and accessible to all while still preserving the art of architect Richard 

Upjohn’s building.  
✤ Incorporating upgrades considered basic requirements in a 21st century church without tipping 

the balance away from our past. 
✤ Ensuring the vitality of this church, filled with life and purpose, worship and music, love for each 

other and for those to whom we reach out.

As stewards of this process, the Restoration 
Committee, a group of your peers, has 
devoted many Sunday morning meetings and 
weekday afternoons checking in with 
potential contractors, suppliers, and local 
code officials in order to recommend our 
very best thinking as part of this restoration 
and renewal project.  

As we end this first phase of this work 
related to design, we are grateful for the 
leadership of our architect, Tom Fenniman of 
Thomas A. Fenniman Architects, and for the liturgical design consultancy of Terry Eason of Terry Byrd 
Eason Design, who have both informed us and turned opportunities into respectful designs.   

Today, we will meet Tom Fenniman and understand the thinking from these months of work.  We will 
also hear from The Reverend Stephen Holton and our Music Director, Durward Entrekin.
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Our Church Interior

Based on extensive conversations and design reviews with Terry Eason, Tom Fenniman, our Music 
Director Durward Entrekin, and representatives of the Schoenstein & Company organ builders, the 
following recommendations are proposed for accommodating 
our new organ and creating increased flexibility in the transept 
for the choir and the congregation:

✤ The two existing front rows of pews in the church be 
removed and replaced by choir seats, which will be 
aesthetically suited to our interior and provide flexibility for  
seating.  It is anticipated that on most Sundays the chairs will 
be arranged in two sections that face each other. Such 
divided, or cathedral, choirs are traditional in the Episcopal 
Church and offer new opportunities for liturgical leadership, 
as much Anglican music was written with a divided choir in 
mind. The new organ console (shown at right) will be installed in the console’s current location.

✤ Additional congregation seating be located in chairs in the south transept.

✤ The pulpit be tucked into the chancel so as to gain more floor space in the transept.

✤ The lectern base be located on a lower chancel step in order to make it more visible and usable.

✤  The piano be located, when in use, near the the organ so that its sound will be thrown into the 
center of the transept.

✤  The church floor remain a combination of its original wood and mosaic flooring.

✤  The lighting fixtures be restored and brought to code, and new lighting added.

✤ The interior plaster be repaired and the interior of the church be repainted. 

        	
                                                         	


Our Choir Chairs

 The chairs we have selected for our choir are made from white oak by the 

preeminent church furnishings company New Holland, which will also craft the casing 

for the Schoenstein organ. The chairs will be stained to match our pews and be 

upholstered in the same dark red shade as our existing pew cushions. With storage for 

prayer book and two hymnals, the chairs will accommodate our existing kneeling 

cushions. The chairs interlock together to create a stable row of seating and can also 

be unlocked and rearranged for occasions when we wish to hold a different type of 

service or meeting in the church.



Our Bell Tower Entrance and New Walkway

 The Restoration Committee after much deliberation recommends that
 
✤ The front entrance of the church remain be unchanged as to the steps, door size and shape.

✤   The tower doors be refinished and equipped with new hardware. 

✤   The upper driveway and circle in front of the church be regraded.

✤   In order to make our beautiful tower entrance to the church accessible to all, an ADA-walkway 
run from the drive to the side door on the east face of the tower. This door is currently not used and 
will make a readily accessible entry point for those in wheelchairs, pushing strollers or who require or 
prefer access via ramp.

✤    The floor of the tower entry vestibule be raised in the center with a partial riser so that the 
walkway entrance will allow easier access into the church proper.  Thus,  we retain our beautifully 
proportioned front door and steps and also offer an accessible entry into our historic church.



Our Church Heating and Cooling System

The current church oil-burning furnace is inefficient and at least 50 years old, and should be replaced 
now, with consideration of better energy options for both the church and the environment.  We need 
to create a more comfortable year-round climate for all who visit St. Philip’s, as well as to extend the 
life of our new organ well into the 22nd century with proper climate-control.
 
After considering several options for heating and cooling the church, with the invaluable assistance of 
our friend and neighbor, Peter Davoren,  the Restoration Committee recommends:
 
✤  An HVAC system consisting of new horizontal heat-pump systems with remote condensing units 

with the installation of new ductwork that will make the system efficient within our space.

✤ The heat-pump system will be electrically-powered, meaning that the church can take advantage of 
current and future sources of alternative electrical energy, in order to reduce our carbon 
footprint.  The planned temperature to be maintained in the church, in part required by the organ, 
is between 62 and 85 degrees Fahrenheit, and during services or when the organ is being played, 
between 69 to 71 degrees.

✤ Our energy consumption will be reduced thanks to the additional work proposed to insulate and 
protect the organ chamber and blowers.

Our Bell Tower and Basement
As reported in the November Update, work has been approved for our bell tower stonework, which 
will be completely stabilized and deteriorated portions repointed, inside and outside; roof and flashings 
replaced; interior wood framing repaired; and wood tracery restored.
 
In the long-neglected church basement, waterproofing and concrete slab flooring--as well as mortar 
repair to the masonry--will improve the church climate and keep out animal visitors.
 
 A New Narthex and Bathroom
Much thinking has gone into the best ways to provide 
a bathroom at the church site. Design ideas are 
currently being explored and will be shared at an 
early opportunity. 
 
Communication
The Restoration Committee welcomes your 
comments. Please send them to 
restoration@stphilipshighlands.org    This and our 
previous updates are posted on the St. Philip’s 
Website under the heading “What’s Next.”	
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