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 When the St. Philip’s Vestry undertook to 
restore and renovate our historic Richard Upjohn 
church building, a critical step was the selection of 
an architect with the right combination of skill and 
sensibility to treat this endeavor with the care it 
merits.  After a rigorous selection process, the 
Vestry chose architect Thomas A. Fenniman, 
known as Tom. He is now a familiar face at St. 
Philip’s, having spoken to the congregation three 
times and attended many more committee 
meetings. 

   “St. Philip’s is an iconic structure, that is     
beautifully sited within the landscape.”

With a major building survey and scope 
completed, work on the tower will begin soon and 
bid documents are close to complete for the 
interior work required: painting, plastering, 
refinishing, and installing HVAC in preparation for 
the delivery and installation of our organ planned 
for November.

	
 Tom Fenniman grew up in Maywood, New 
Jersey. He credits an early affection for building 
tree forts with stimulating his interest in 
architecture; he also excelled in art and 
mechanical drawing.  While still in high school, he 
was able to attend New York’s innovative Institute 
for Architecture and and Urban Studies. He 
graduated from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
and also studied social housing for a year in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 

	
 After completing his studies, Tom 
gravitated towards a career involving renovation 
work. His first job after graduating was with a 
Troy, New York construction company that 
specialized in restoration work, and his first 
project was restoring a pair of church doors 
similar to those at St. Philip’s.  Tom’s New York 
City career began with Walter B. Melvin Architects 
LLC, a firm specializing in exterior restoration. 
There, he worked on noted landmarks such as The 
San Remo, Grace Church, the Osborne 
Apartments, 778 Park Avenue, and the 
Williamsburg Savings Bank.  In particular, he found 
himself drawn to the renovation of historic 
churches; as Tom says:  “I enjoy the fact that 
churches are looking for very long term solutions 
-- and they offer the opportunity to work with 
various craftsmen in wood, stone and stained 
glass.”  
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Communication
The Restoration Committee welcomes your comments. Please send them to restoration@stphilipshighlands.org    This and our 
previous updates are posted on the St. Philip’s Website under the heading, “What’s Next.”	
                

	
 In 1995, Tom established his firm, Thomas 
A. Fenniman Architect (TAFA) because he was 
looking to branch out beyond just exterior 
restoration and into more complex projects that 
included affordable housing and men's shelter 
projects through the Episcopal Diocese of 
Newark, New Jersey. “I was led to this work by my 
mother, who volunteered at a men’s shelter in 
Paterson,” recalls Tom. His firm specializes in the 
analysis and rehabilitation of existing buildings and 
the restoration of historic structures, offering 
architectural design, interior design, historic 
restoration and preservation, building condition 
surveys, landmarks preservation commission 
applications and presentations, construction 
administration, 3D computer modeling, lighting 
and furniture design, and much more.

	
 That Tom Fenniman and his colleagues are 
successful in their calling is evident from the 
impressive recognition the firm's work on historic 
buildings has received.  The historic Brooklyn Fire 
Department Headquarters recently received a 
New York State Historic Preservation Award and 
a Lucy Moses Award from the New York 
Landmarks Conservancy for excellence in Historic 
Restoration. Tom was the architect for the 
complete exterior restoration of the landmark 
Dakota and Langham Apartments on Central Park 
West. His impressive New York church work 
includes the Church of St. Francis Xavier,  St. 
Bernard’s Church, and Christ Church United 
Methodist, among others. His firm also completed 
work on an historic train station and the 
Roosevelt Island Visitors Center, amongst a host of 
diverse projects.

	
 The way that projects come to Tom’s 
attention is somewhat unique in our digital age. 
“As I do not have a website or belong to any 
social media, I have built my business on repeat 
customers and word of mouth. In essence, I can 

connect all of my projects to three people. St. 
Philip’s found me through a contact at St. 
Elizabeth’s Church in Ridgewood, New Jersey, 
where another parishioner volunteered at the 
same men’s shelter in Paterson where my mother 
volunteered. I find comfort in knowing that all of 

my projects are interconnected and feel blessed 
that each project has led to valued long term 
relationships with clients, building owners, and 
contractors.”

	
 Tom found the St. Philip’s restoration and 
renewal project compelling because of the 
multiple interconnected scopes of work: the 
building restoration, the tower repair,  a new 
organ, the installation of new climate control, and 
the design of an addition.  He views our historic 
Richard Upjohn church as “an iconic structure 
that is beautifully sited within the landscape -- and 
the major challenge of the assignment to not 
disrupt an iconic structure that is beautifully sited 
within the landscape while providing long term 
solutions to the needs of the church.”  Tom hopes 
that people look at the completed project and see 
an updated and restored church that is both 
respectful to Upjohn and appears seamless in its 
transitions between restored and new elements.

Our Architect continued

mailto:restoration@stphilipshighlands.org
mailto:restoration@stphilipshighlands.org

