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Celebrating our Progress Tower Work Has Begun

Clemco Construction & Restoration, headed by 
Tom Clemmens, is currently at work on 
repairing our cellar: adding a concrete slab that 
tightens up the environment and creates a 
separate organ-blower room, repointing the 
stone walls, and installing waterproofing around 
the basement perimeter.  Scaffolding is up for 
work on the tower proper that will begin next, 
with replacement of the roof and extensive 
repointing and replacement of crumbling 
interior mortar.  Additional work includes the 
installation of new metal platforms and ladders, 
and hopefully restoring the clock and bells to 
function.  When the tower work is complete, 
the handicapped access walkway can be built. 

All Restoration Committee efforts are now 
focused on the completion of bid documents 
for the next phase of our initiative: renovating 
the interior of the church.  

 We have welcomed two new members. 
Jane Thornquist is the liaison to the Vestry.  
And Philip Guttridge is now sharing with us 
his nationally-known expertise in antique 
restoration. Phil’s invaluable experience will 
ensure that all new interior work will be 
dovetailed as carefully as possible with the 
existing wood finishes.  Phil has already begun 
working with New Holland, the company that 
will be fabricating the new organ casework,  to 
make certain that it will match our existing 
pews and paneling. Phil will also assess whether 
or not the pulpit can be moved slightly to the 
rear and slightly raised; this is a desired 
relocation that will provide greater room for 
concert musicians and the grand piano. 

Organ Casing

The final design for the 
wooden organ casing has 
been approved by the St. 
Philip’s Vestry, and is shown in 
the drawing at right.  The trim 
echoes that of our altar 
reredos. The organ will be 
recessed further than our 

current organ, providing a clear view of the 
historic stained glass window to the left of the 
pulpit.

continued on page 2



Communication

The Restoration Committee welcomes your comments. 
Please send them to restoration@stphilipshighlands.org    
This and our previous updates are posted on the St. Philip’s 

Website under the heading, “What’s Next.”	
               

Celebrating Our Progress 	
continued

Heating and Cooling
 The most challenging part of this work 
has been to arrive at the best solution for the 
church HVAC requirements at the most 
reasonable cost. Restoration Committee 
members have met extensively with our 
architect, engineering firm, and HVAC 
contractors to explore solutions.  The optimum 
location for air conditioning is being extensively 
assessed for the optimal combination of 
affordability and unobtrusiveness.  The relative 
advantages of mini-splits versus units installed 
in the window sills versus a linear diffuser 
system are being very carefully evaluated. As 
soon as a decision is reached, the bid 
documents can be finalized for the interior 
work on the church, which may begin by July. 

 The priority for any heating and cooling 
solution is to meet the required specifications 
for humidity and temperature for the new 
organ. If the organ is happy, the congregation 
will be comfortable, says our architect.  While 
the heat pumps will be powered by electricity, a 
supplemental furnace will be needed for days of 
severe cold. 

Below:  Working in the Church basement for          
Clemco are Nelson Petza, foreman, Josue Castro, 

Osvaldo Loja and Darwin Maradaiga.  

Future Initiative
 Now that the church projects are being 
worked on, the Future Initiative Committee 
is gearing up for additional fundraising to 
ensure that funding is sufficient for the 
projects that are being developed.   

 With the completion of interior work by 
November, the next priority is the addition, 
or new narthex, also under careful review. 

 Participation by the entire congregation 
is very important to the success of this 
Initiative, and every member of the 
congregation should expect a call from a 
FIT team member. Or, contact Nat Prentice 
at 845-661-8937 or Fred Osborn at 
845-424-3683. 
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