
Celebrating our Progress

The St. Philip’s Church Creating the Future Initiative began two years ago by looking ahead to the role 
of the church in the lives of future generations in Philipstown. Our purpose is to enhance our church 
building for congregations now and in the future by making it more accessible and comfortable, 
restoring and renewing the interior, replacing our ailing pipe organ, and building a 
columbarium.  Thanks to the great generosity of many donors, we have made important progress:  

• The new organ is on track to be delivered in November 2019 from distinguished pipe organ 
builders Schoenstein & Co. of San Francisco

• The church interior is being planned to be more welcoming and comfortable for all congregants and 
community members as well as prepared for the new organ

•      The columbarium is complete and it is beautiful! 

It was joyously dedicated on October 14, 2018 in honor of 
our retired rector,  The Reverend Francis H. Geer
•      A critical part of the restoration of our interior space 
is the repair and renewal of our beautiful bell 
tower; despite its exterior appeal, the roof, stonework, 
and scaffolding are in dire need of repair
•      So that all can access our church, a walkway has 
been planned that is ADA-accessible
•     And, we are planning an addition that will contain 
a restroom 

Restoring and Renewing Our Church Building

The Bell Tower  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
From any angle, the most compelling feature of St. Philip’s Church is the distinctive Gothic Revival bell 
tower.  The strength embodied in the tower mirrors the historic strength of St. Philip’s, with its square 
shape supported by traditional corner buttresses that rise in three stages with sloping stone shoulders. 
This tower was an element of St. Philip’s that the congregation of 1861 felt was of utmost importance.  
Architect Richard Upjohn included the bell tower as a possible option in his original plans for the 
church.  According to E. Clowes Chorley’s History, the cost of the new church that was planned to be 
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built in 1861 was “$9,350; without the tower, $7,975.”  The 
congregation raised the funds for the tower.  A single bell was 
installed in 1868, and in 1910 a ring of bells was added.

Today, the bell tower is in urgent need of significant 
restoration: the interior stonework has suffered serious water 
damage and needs repointing, and the wooden interior 
scaffolding has fallen into disrepair.  The forthcoming 
improvements to the bell tower are:

•    Repointing and stabilizing the masonry
•    Replacing the flat tower roof and flashings
•    Restoring wood tracery and repairing wood supports
•    Improving access to the bell tower from inside the church

In addition, the chime mechanism will be repaired so that St. 
Philip’s’ bells will ring out once again.

The Cellar Area

In order to move forward with electrical, lighting, and air conditioning improvements in the church, as 
well as to install an organ that will endure for 100 years, the cellar area of the church needs to be 
made impervious to water, sealed against wildlife, and maintained at a suitable temperature range. The 
cellar space beneath the organ will become a protected part of the organ system.
The forthcoming improvements to the cellar area include:

• Repointing and stabilizing the masonry
• Pouring a concrete slab and waterproofing the perimeter 
• Connecting HVAC to the organ blower room, located below the pipe room in the main church, 

and using a drip humidifier to protect the organ pipes from excess dryness
• Improving access doors to all parts of the cellar

These critical improvements to the cellar will help preserve our investment in the Schoenstein organ 
for the next hundred years.

Making Our Entrance Accessible

A walkway that can be navigated by a wheelchair and meets the criteria of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) will be added to the existing side tower entrance of the church.  The ADA-
accessible walkway will begin at the traffic circle and rise gradually to enter through this east-facing 
side door.  St. Philip’s will truly be able to welcome all visitors. 



Looking Ahead: Addressing the Sacred Space of St. Philip’s

We are on an important journey to restore and renew our historic Richard Upjohn church building 
while retaining its Gothic Revival character and serving the diverse needs of our congregation and 
community.  The further planned improvements are:

• An addition containing a restroom will be added to the west side of the church
• The north and south transepts of the church interior will be reconfigured to best meet 

the needs of the congregation and of the new organ and console configuration
• Improved climate control HVAC throughout the church building to provide 

temperatures comfortable for the congregation and that will extend the life of the organ
• Restoring and renewing the interior of the church, including lighting, painting, and repairs

Our proposed new addition will satisfy many urgent needs. Currently, our tiny church vestibule offers 
no space for people to gather, is not handicapped-accessible, and has no bathroom or other space to 
allow visitors, bridal parties, the choir, or any other grouping to wait before entering the church.

The new addition at the west end of the church will provide additional space for people to gather 
and a handicapped accessible restroom with a changing table. The space will be available to 
parishioners, the altar guild, the choir, and other groups assembling before services, such as baptisms, 
funerals, and weddings. Our proposed new space will be an efficient, environmentally friendly, 
cost-effective, and attractive solution for the needs of a growing, modern church.

Rendering by architect Thomas A. Fenniman of 
proposed ADA walkway for St. Philip’s Church.



Our Leadership

The Creating our Future Initiative has welcomed the energy and guidance of our St. Philip’s 
Interim Priest, the Reverend Stephen Holton. The St. Philip’s Restoration Committee is working with 
the church architect Thomas A. Fenniman and consulting church designer Terry Byrd Eason. Both have 
great expertise in historic sacred spaces, and both are collaborating closely with the Schoenstein 
organ builders and architect. 

Creating the Future Initiative Summary Budget

Overall Goal:                        $1.8 million  
 
New organ 	
 	
 	
 	
  $700,000
Church interior improvements,

  including electrical upgrade 	
  $300,000
New addition with restroom and 
  ADA ramp to side entrance        $500,000
Columbarium 	
 	
 	
 $150,000
Bell tower repairs 	
 	
 	
 $150,000 

TOTAL	
	
 	
 	
          $1.8 million
Total Amount Pledged and Gifted to the Future Initiative as of October 15, 2018: 
	
 	
 	
 	
         $1.15 million, contributed by 73 generous donors

Named Giving Opportunities

Our Creating the Future Initiative needs the support of all Church members to succeed.  The 
bell tower, new vestibule, walkway, and new addition all offer opportunities for named gifts.  Contact 
Nat Prentice at 845.661.8937 for further information.

Our Restoration Committee
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The Restoration Committee welcomes 
your comments; please send them to 

restoration@stphilipshighlands.org
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