
The Story of St. Philip’s
A Philipstown landmark, St. Philip’s Church in the 
Highlands is a symbol of welcome. Rooted in the the 
Episcopal tradition, we are open and accepting of people of 
diverse backgrounds, faith traditions, and lifestyles. 

St. Philip’s is a place of diverse purpose; a center for worship, 
pastoral care, community, music, education, and service 
to others. Deeply rooted in history and mission, today St. 

Philip’s actively extends its reach into the greater Hudson Valley 
and beyond; we volunteer in service programs from Peekskill to 
Beacon, from Newburgh to New Orleans.  Our music program 
exalts our worship services and shares the glory of music through 
community concerts. Our education programs are a vital and 
growing part of our mission that touch many lives. Guided by 
our long-serving Rector, Francis H. Geer, our church remains a 
touchstone in the Hudson Valley for those seeking a source of 
support, personal solace, religious celebration, and beauty — our 
tradition since 1770. 

Before there was a 
Philipstown, there 
was St. Philip’s Church. 
Established in 1770 as 
the northern outpost 
of St. Peter’s Church 
in Peekskill, this small 
wooden house of worship 
served as a spiritual home 
in a young nation. Later, 
during the Civil War, the 
community raised funds 
to build the beautiful 
stone edifice that we 
know today, designed by 
famed American architect 
and vestryman Richard 
Upjohn. 
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A Time for Restoration  
and Renewal
St. Philip’s needs restoration and renewal to enable us to 
continue to serve our congregation and the larger community 
now and for future generations. We are focused on the issues of 
access, safety, preservation, and mission.

Our historically significant Gothic Revival church 
building, listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places,  has suffered a physical toll over time and is in 
need of some immediate restoration and repair. 

• The church must be preserved and modernized with 
running water, bathroom facilities, and modern climate 
control.

• The entrances must become fully accessible and safe.

• The organ is beyond repair and needs to be replaced.

• Our meeting and office spaces must be improved to better 
serve the community.

As part of our mission, our churchyard and sacred burial 
space symbolize St. Philip’s ongoing importance in many 
lives. It is the final resting place for many locally loved and 
historically significant members and a reminder of our 
ancestors’ evolving vision for St. Philip’s. 

Now, we wish to enhance this vision further by the 
creation of a columbarium in our churchyard. This 
will be a place of beauty and contemplation for family 
members and will expand our ability to meet the needs 
of our St. Philip’s community.



Our “Creating the Future” 
Initiative 
Why do we need your help now? As custodians of 
the vital historic resource that makes St. Philip’s 
the symbolic heart of our community, we must 
continuously do what is needed to preserve and 
enhance our facilities. As our 250th anniversary draws 
near, we have a carefully thought-out plan for our 
church’s future.

Our last major capital project was in 2002, when the slate 
roofs of the church, parish house, and rectory were replaced 
and the rectory was refurbished. In the years since then, 
our vestry has focused on sustainability and preserving our 
endowment.

Despite many small-scale improvement efforts, the wear 
and tear of many years has taken a toll on the historic 
church interior and, most regrettably, on our organ. The 
lack of climate control and a secure building envelope have 
effectively ended the useful life of the instrument and must 
be addressed before a new organ can be installed.

The Focus of Our 
Initiative
For nearly 250 years, St. Philip’s has been building 
lasting relationships with families and individuals 
in our community.  We must ensure that it is here for 
future generations, serving Hudson Valley families of 
the future as they worship, celebrate, share, help, heal 
and teach during life’s transformational moments; 
doing our best to improve the lives of others.

In order to continue to play St. Philip’s critical role in our 
community, we will:

• Support our beautiful buildings, listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places

• Enhance the interior of our church building with air-
conditioning and plumbing, (including a bathroom); and 
accessible entryways

• Celebrate our commitment to the creation of great music 
by making a long-term investment in a new organ that will 
meet the needs of our music program

• Construct a columbarium and memorial garden 

Key Benefits of  
Our Initiative
The planned improvements to 
the church will preserve the 
history of St. Philip’s while better 
preparing the church to welcome 
congregations of the 21st century.

A new top-flight organ, specially 
designed for the historic St. 
Philip’s interior, will complement 
the aesthetics of the church 
and will attract more people to 
worship at St. Philip’s and enjoy 
our extensive music program. 

We cannot begin to install an 
organ without first installing 
a new climate conditioning 
system, adding a sound system, 
and restoring the interior of 
the church — and the time is 
long past for running water and 
plumbing. We want to provide 
access, safety, and comfort to all 
who enter our church.  



Join Us and 
Build the Future 
of St. Philip’s
As part of a long-term operating, 
capital, and endowment funding 
scenario we have set our first financial 
milestone to seek gift commitments of 
$1.8 million by 2018 to the Creating 
the Future Initiative. This first 
phase of the capital portion of our 
funding scenario includes funding for 
improving our buildings, enhancing 
our church interior, installing a new 
organ, and building an outdoor stone 
wall columbarium and memorial 
garden.

The impact of St. Philip’s on all 
who use it is immense and lifelong. 
St. Philip’s is a source of support, 
personal solace, religious celebration, 
and beauty. Your support of our plans 
will help keep St. Philip’s available and 
accessible to all.

In our St. Philip’s family, every gift is 
needed and valued. Your gift will make 
it possible for St. Philip’s to serve us all 
for many decades in the future.

The Many     
Who Will Benefit
St. Philip’s is a touchstone for the people of 
Philipstown.  We share our beautiful campus 
with many — for social gatherings, parking 
for sports events, meetings, and celebrations. 
Our church programs include:

•  Sunday School and Youth Group 

•  St. Philip’s Nursery School 

•  Adult Education 

•  Meal program for the Homeless in Peekskill 

•  Hedgewood Home in Beacon (a congregate care 
residence for people with disabilities) 

•  New Orleans Rebuilding 

•  Habitat for Humanity 

•  Fall Harvest Sale and Spring White Elephant Sale  

•  Music concerts open to the community

Our St. Philip’s partners include:

•  Alcoholics Anonymous 

•  Tai Chi School 

•  San Miguel Academy, Newburgh 

•  Nora Cronin Presentation Academy, Newburgh 

•  Garrison School  

•  Philipstown Cub Scouts 


